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Abstract
Sexual violence against women is a global phenomenon rooted in the social, cultural, and historical structures of
different societies. This phenomenon stems from false beliefs in male superiority and gender inequalities. These
inequalities are reinforced and institutionalized by social norms that place men in dominant positions and women in
subordinate ones. The current study, utilizing a qualitative phenomenological approach, examines the characteristics
of sexual assault perpetrators from the victims' perspectives.
The data for this research was collected through in-depth, semi-structured interviews with 25 individuals, both
women and men, who had experienced sexual assault at least once. The sampling was done purposefully and with
adherence to the principle of theoretical saturation. Data analysis identified main themes such as "masked men,"
"betraying friends,"” "cultural poverty,” and "the discrepancy between appearance and reality,” organized around the
central theme of "behind the mask of assault: hidden secrets".
The findings reveal that the difference between the appearance and behavior of sexual assault perpetrators and their
true nature leads to victimization. This issue is influenced by the cultural poverty of society, where ignorance, social
taboos related to sexual matters, and the lack of necessary education about bodily rights and personal boundaries
contribute to the justification and repetition of sexual violence. These factors cause sexual assault to remain a
"hidden secret," perpetuating the cycle of deviation and sexual violence.
Keywords: Phenomenology, Masked Men, Sexual Offenders, Incongruence Between Form and Content, Cultural
Poverty
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