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Abstract

Death was an inevitable phenomenon for human being. So, they try to diy in a good manner. Good
dying has special and common characteristics. Some deaths are defined well, some bad. This
definition has cultural origins. This study has been designed for exploring college student’s definitions
of good and bad deaths. Sample size was 371 people. Away from homeland, in separation, because of
fall downing, and by accident and so on are defined as bad deaths. Dying in holly days, burial in holly

places and nearby family regarded good death. Results also show that religiosity, social capital and

origin of person has significant relation with some definitions of death.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Studying the components of everyday life helps us to understand the cultural logic of any society critically.
One important component of everyday life is the objective and conceptual system of death. “Death can involve a
long, progressive illness, great suffering and dependence, and, in turn, the awareness of the dying person of the
terminal nature of his illness, or, alternatively, it can be rapid and relatively painless, without any prognosis”
(Seale, 2000, 917). These two forms of death are usually defined as good death and bad death. Although the
definitions of good and bad death arise in many ways from the cultural context in which individuals are placed,
there is in some cases a universal agreement on what constitutes a good or bad death. According to some
scholars, a bad death is bad because it causes lack of control, ambiguity, and disconnection.

The present article seeks to find out, by considering the differences in this type of experience among
different societies and groups:

1. What are people's opinions about good and bad death? In other words, in the society we live in, which
instances of dying do they consider good and which instances are bad?

2. Under what circumstances do the people studied give themselves the right to choose death?

3. What is the relationship between some variables with the definition of death and choosing death as a
solution?

Materials and Methods

This research is a quantitative and survey-type research in general. Also, a researcher-made written
questionnaire was used to collect the required information. The statistical population of this study was all
students of Bu-Ali Sina University in Hamedan, of whom 384 were selected using the Cochran formula. In this
study, the proportional stratified sampling method was used. To select the desired sample, Bu Ali Sina University
was classified according to the faculties and the number of students, and the appropriate number of
questionnaires were distributed among them. Eight faculties of literature, economics, veterinary medicine,
chemistry, basic sciences, engineering technology, agriculture, and art and architecture were selected, separated
by gender and taking into account the ratio of female and male students in each faculty.

Findings

Students were asked what types of deaths they defined as good deaths and which types of deaths were bad
deaths. Students defined death under the supervision of medical staff, in a hospital, away from home or in exile,
due to suicide, due to chronic illness, due to an accident or fall from the sky, in solitude, death at sea, and death
that leads to cremation as bad deaths. This is while most of them define death as good death after the distribution
of inheritance and presentation of a will, with a funeral, at home or with family and friends, after a religious
journey or during holy months and days, as a result of war, after being halal and seeking forgiveness, as well as
raising children, in old age and without suffering or illness, and buried in holy places. Some cases, such as
sudden and unexpected death, mass death, and predicted death, are on the borderline between the definition of
good and bad death. In another question, students were asked about the conditions under which they would
accept the choice of death as a solution. In other words, in these conditions, students allow individuals to think
about death as a solution. Among the situations that were defined as difficult and difficult situations, in which
people had the possibility or permission to voluntarily die, only three conditions(away from family), having a
terminal illness, and failing in love were among the conditions that the respondents agreed with the most for
choosing death as a solution. In the remaining cases, the respondents' opinions were less in favor of agreement.
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Also, most respondents believe that both the patient and those around the patient should be informed about
the incurability of the disease and its outcome. It seems that people believe that by being aware of the outcome,
they will be more prepared for death and organize their affairs. This awareness will also be beneficial for those
around the patient .It was assumed that variables such as field of study, age, religiosity, social capital, and origin
of life would affect this definition. The results show that among these variables, only three variables, religiosity,
age, and social capital, are involved in some definitions of death.

Discussion

This study showed that from the students' perspective, deaths that occur with the breakdown of social
relationships(such as death in exile and away from home or away from family and children, in the hospital, at
sea, as a result of a car accident or suicide, etc.) and in which the person is not with friends and family are among
the bad deaths. It was also found that deaths that have a religious flavor or, in better words, deaths that are also
defined as good deaths in religious texts are also defined as good deaths in the students' dictionary. Considering
these two important findings, it can be concluded that the two important components in the definition of a death
in the student population are: social relationships that are part of social capital, and the other is religion and
religious culture.

Conclusion

Considering the emphasis of religious texts on both of the aforementioned components, it can be stated in
one sentence that the definition of death is largely derived from the religious and cultural context of the society.
With a little reflection on the findings, we can see that religious variables play an important role in shaping
people's definitions of a good death in our society. The most important point is that most of the examples of a
good death obtained from the statistical population are consistent and in line with the findings of Western
researchers of examples of good death in those societies. However, the predicted death, which is considered a
good death in all the writings and findings of Western scholars, is introduced in our statistical population with a
frequency of 0.57 examples of a bad death.
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